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Following on from my letter and update to the Education and Skills Committee on 25 October 2019 
about pre-budget scrutiny I am writing to provide an update on our Programme for Government 
commitment to invest an additional £ 15 million to improve the implementation of additional support 
for learning across Scotland. 

Scottish Government and Local Authority Leaders reached a joint agreement on the distribution of 
funding and a set of aims and principles (Annex A) for the delivery of support for the implementation 
of Additional Support for Learning on 29 November 2019. 

The Scottish Government is providing £15 million in the financial year 2019/20 which will be 
baselined in the Local Government Settlement thereafter. The distribution for the 2019/20 financial 
year is shown at Annex B. The funding is being distributed based on pupil numbers. The 
implementation of this commitment will be monitored through the national statistical collection on 
pupil support staff in schools. 

Working in partnership with local government we will use this funding to secure additional frontline 
staff in this academic year. The aims and principles make clear that this funding is intended for the 
provision of pupil support staff in schools. 

We will ensure through the joint agreement that the additional resource will build capacity within 
education authorities and schools to respond more effectively to the individual needs of children 
and young people. The additional frontline support staff provided will improve and enhance the 
capacity of education authorities to deliver additional support for learning, leading to better 
experiences for children and families and ensuring they receive the right help at the right time. 
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